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Findingsin Brief

A comparison of theracial and ethnic composition of the
Cdliforniadectoratein 1990 and 2000 showsthat most of
thel.1millionincreaseinthestate sregisteredvotersover
this period was the result of a huge growth in the sate's
Latino voters. Currently, 16% of the state's registered
votersare Latinos, up from 10% in 1990, trandating to a
net increase of about 1 million Latino votersover the past
decade. By contrast, there has been anet decline of about
100,000 white non-Hispanic voters in California since
1990. White non-Hispanics now comprise 72% of the
state’' sregistered voters, down from 79% in 1990.

Accordingtoarecently completed large-scale Field Insti-
tutesurvey of CaliforniaLatinos, amgjority of thestate's
L atino adults (61%) are not registered to vote. Themain
impediment to Latino voting registration is citizenship,
with roughly two-thirds of those not registered reporting
that they are not U.S. citizens. When the 39% of Latinos
currently on the voter rolls are asked when they first
became registered, nearly haf did so since 1994. That
was the year in which California voters passed Proposi-
tion 187, the Illegal Immigration Act, which aroused
strong passionswithintheLatino community. Itspassage
appearsto havemotivated alarge number of unregistered
Latinosto go on the voter rolls.

Latinoswho' veregistered to vote since 1994 have avery
different demographic profile than their predecessors.
Recent L atinoregistrantsaremuchyounger, includelarge
proportionsof foreign-bornresidents, aremoreapt tolive
inLosAngelesCounty, and aremorelikely to havelower
levels of education and income than Latinos who regis-
tered prior to 1994. These characteristics are more
reflective of the larger non-voting Latino population in
California and represent a significant broadening of the
state' s voter poal.

Democrats currently outnumber Republicans among
Latino votersin the state nearly threeto one. According
torecent Field I nstitutesurveys, 60%of registered L atinos
are Demoacrats, 22% are Republicans and 18% are non-
partisans or registered with another party. This is in
contrast to the party alignment of other Californiavoters,
of whom 42% are Democrats, 39% are Republicans and
19% are non-partisans or registrants of another party.
Fewer recently registered Latino voters than long-time
Latino registrants are Republicans (18% vs. 24%), while
a larger proportion are non-partisans or minor party
registrants (23% vs. 15%).

While the partisan orientation of Cdifornia Latinos is
much more Democratic than Republican, the political

ideology of Latino voters is smilar to that of other
Cdiforniavoters. About half of CaliforniaLatino voters
(47%) consider themselves middle-of-the-road in poli-
tics, while 31% are conservative and 22% areliberd. A
larger proportionof long-timeL atino votersareconserva
tive (34%) than recent Latino registrants (27%), while
recent Latino registrants are dightly more likely than
long-time Latino votersto be liberas (25% vs. 20%).

According to a Voter News Service (VNS) exit poll of
Cdlifornia voters in the March 7 open primary election,
Latino voters comprised 13% of the electorate, and they
favored Gore over Bush by a 41-point margin (58% to
17%). Thisadvantageamong L atinovotersaccounted for
virtudly dl of Gore' s6 point overall victory margin over
Bush in the primary election. Voters other than Latinos
divided their votes evenly between Gore and Bush (30%
to 29%) in the primary.

When Latinos who participated in the March 7, 2000
Cdlifornia primary were asked by VNS who they would
prefer in a genera eection pitting Gore against Bush,
thesesamevotersfavored Goreby a41-point margin, 68%
to 27%.

Democratic candidates have long held an edge over
Republicans among Latino voters in top-of-the-ticket
statewide elections in Caifornia. However, this advan-
tagehasgrown considerably since 1994. WhereasLatino
votersfavored Democrats over GOP candidates for gov-
ernor by 6 percentage points in both the 1986 and 1990
elections, thisadvantagehasgrown dramatically inrecent
elections—to 46 pointsin 1994 and to arecord high 61
pointsin 1998. At the sametime, L atinos have become a
larger part of the Cdifornia electorate, increasing from
5% of votersin 1990 to 14% in 1998.

Thesetwo factors— Latino voters' greater preferencefor
Democraticcandidatesandtheir larger shareof theoverall
electorate — have combined in recent eection cycles to
produceastructura advantagefor Democratic candidates
in top-of-the-ticket election contests. Latino voters con-
tributed less than 1 percentage point to the size of the
Democratic candidate’ s statewide lead over GOP candi-
datesinthe1984 presidential electionandinboththe 1986
and 1990 gubernatorial elections. Since then the Demo-
cratic advantage derived from Latino voters has grown
considerably. In 1994, L atino voters contributed 4.1 per-
centage points statewideto the Democratic gubernatorial
candidate. Thisgrew to 5.4 percentage pointsin the 1996
presidential election, and to 8.5 percentage pointsin the
last gubernatorial electionin 1998.
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Most of state'sincrease in registered voters
since 1990 is due to the growth of Latino voters

According to the California Secretary of State, California
haswitnessed anet increase of dlightly morethan 1.1 million
voters over the past ten years. At present, there are about
14.6 million voters on the officia rolls, up from about 13.5
million in 1990. According to estimates from statewide
surveys of voters conducted by The Field Institute this
increase hasbeen accompanied by asignificant changeinthe
racial and ethnic composition of the state's voters.

Current surveys indicate that 72% of the state's registered
voters are white non-Hispanic, down from 79% in 1990.
Thistrand atesto anet declinein the actual number of about
100,000 white non-Hispanic voters in California over this
period. Conversely, both the number and percentage of
Latino voters has been on the rise. Currently, 16% of the
state' sregistered voters are Latinos, up from 10% in 1990,
and translates to a net increase of about 1 million Latino
voters in California over the past decade.

There has been relatively little change in the proportion or
number of black/African-American voters in California since
1990. Current survey estimates place the proportion of black/
African-American voters at 6% of the electorate, or 900,000
voters, similar to 7% and about 950,000 votersobservedin 1990.

Asianvoters, a ongwiththerelatively small proportionof voters
from other racial and ethnic minorities, have increased their
shareof thestate’' sregistered voter population from4%in 1990
to 6% at present, anet increase of about 300,000 votersover the

past ten years.

Tablel
Changesin California’sregistered voters,
by race/ethnicity (1990 — 2000)

1990 2000
(in000s) % |(in000s) % A

Regisered voters

(Total) 13,478 (100%) | 14,632 (100% )|+ 1,154,000
White(non-Hisp.) 10,600 (79%) | 10,500 (72%)| - 100,000
Latino 1,350 (10%)| 2,350 (16%6)|+ 1,000,000
Black 950 (7%) 900 (6%)| - 50,000
Asian/other 600 (4%) 900 (6%)| + 300,000

Source:  Registered voter totals from the California Secretary of Sate.

Racial/ethnic subtotal s are estimates based on annual averages from
statewide surveys of registered voters in California by The Field
Institute.

While most Latino adults are not registered to vote,
nearly half of those who are have registered since 1994

TheField Institute recently completed a statewide survey of
1,033 Latino adults as part of alarger study on health issues
for the CaliforniaHealthCare Foundation. Becausethe study
included a large number of Latino adults and because all
sampling was conducted through an intensive screening
effort identifying Latino households from a purely random
digit dial sampleframe, the study providesahighly accurate
andtimely exploration of the state’ sadult L atino popul ation.

According to the study, a majority of Latino adults (61%)
reportsnot being registered to vote. The mainimpediment to
Latinovotingregistrationisclearly citizenship, withroughly
two-thirds of those not registered (or 41% of al Latino
adults) reporting that they are not U.S. citizens.

When the 39% of California Latino adults currently on the
voter rolls are asked when they first became registered
voters, dightly lessthan half (or 18% of all Latino adults) did
so since 1994. That was the year in which Californiavoters
passed Proposition 187, the Illegal Immigration Act, which
aroused strong passions within the Latino community. Its
passage appears to have motivated alarge number of previ-
ously unregistered L atinos to become registered voters.

Table2
Voting registration status of California Latinosin 2000
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Source:  Field Institute survey of 1,033 Latino adultsin California conducted
January 7-23, 2000 in English and Spanish.

Latinoswho' veregistered to vote since 1994 have a very
different demographic profile than their predecessors

A. Recent Latino registrants are younger

Table 3 compares the age distributions of Latinos who've
registered to vote since 1994 to those on the rolls prior to
1994. It also reports the age distributions of the overall
Latino adults population, Latino citizenswho are not regis-
tered to vote, and non-citizen Latinos.

This comparison shows that Latinos who have recently
become registered voters are considerably younger as a
group than Latinos voters registered prior to 1994. Half
(50%) of recent registrantsare under age 30, another 22% are




age 30-39, whilejust 28% are age 40 or older. Thiscompares
toamuch older age profile of Latinos onthevoter rollsprior
t0 1994, over two-thirds of whom (65%) are age 40 or ol der.

The overall profile of California Latinos voters now subdi-
vides into nearly equal-sized quartiles, with a quarter of
votersunder age 30, aquarter age 30-39, aquarter age 40-49
and aquarter age 50 or older. Whilethisprofileissomewhat
older than the overall Latino adult population, the recent
surgein Latino registration since 1994 is making the Latino
voting population somewhat more reflective of the overall
Latino adult population in California.

Table3
Comparing California’s L atino voters and non-voters,
by age
Registered L atinos
Total CA Citizens
Latino Prior to Since not.reg. Non-
adults | Total 1994 1994 tovote citizens
18-29 36% 28% 9% 50% 46% 3%
30-39 31 24 26 22 35 37
40-49 18 24 31 16 11 14
50 or older 15 24 34 12 8 10
(n) (1,033) | (459) (250) (2090 (198) (370

Source:  Field Institute survey of 1,033 Latino adultsin California, January 7-
23, 2000, conducted in English and Spanish.

B. Many recent Latino registrantsareforeign-born

Nearly hdf of Californialatinoswho' veregisteredtovotesince
1994 (44%) areimmigrantsborn outsidethe United States. This
comparestojust 12% of foreign-bornvotersamong L atinoswho
were registered to vote in California prior to 1994.

The greater foreign-born influence of recent Latino registrants
is more reflective of the totd adult population of Latinos in
Cdlifornia, 59% of whom were born outsidethe U.S.

Table4
Comparing California’s L atino voters and non-voters,
by nativity
Registered L atinos
Total CA Citizens
Latino Prior to Since not.reg. Non-
adults | Total 1994 1994 tovote citizens
Born outside
us. 59% 21% 12% 44%  36% 100%
Bornin U.S/
outsdeCA 10 17 26 7 20 -
BorninCA 31 56 62 49 14 -
(n) (1,033) | (459) (250) (2090 (198) (370

Source:  Field Institute survey of 1,033 Latino adultsin California, January 7-
23, 2000, conducted in English and Spanish.

C. Recent Latinoregistrantsmorelikely toresidein
Los Angeles County

Greater thanfour inten (42%) of the L atinoswho’ vecomeonto
the state’ s voter rolls since 1994 are residents of Los Angeles
County. This compares to a smaller 28% proportion of Los
Angeles County residents among long-time L atino voters.

On the other hand, a larger proportion of long-time Latino
voters (41%) than recent registrants (26%) reside either in
the Central Valley or San Francisco Bay Area.

The geographic distribution of recent Latino registrantsis
more reflective of the overall adult Latino population in
Cdlifornia, 41% of whom reside in Los Angeles County.

Table5

Comparing California’s L atino votersand non-voters,
by region of residence

Registered L atinos
Total CA Citizens
Latino Prior to Since not.reg. Non-
adults | Total 1994 1994 tovote citizens
L.A.County 41% 4% 28% 42% 41% 4%
Other
Southern CA 30 30 29 30 29 30
Central Valley 16 19 22 15 16 12
SF.Bay Area 11 15 19 11 11 7
Other
Northeen CA 2 2 2 2 3 2
(n) (1,033) [(459) (250) (209) (198) (370

Source: Field Institute survey of 1,033 Latino adultsin California, January 7-
23, 2000, conducted in English and Spanish.

D. Recent Latinoregistrants have fewer years of
formal education

Recent Latino registrants, as a group, have fewer years of
formal schooling than Latinos who were registered to vote
prior to 1994. Over onein three of recent Latino registrants
(38%) have less than a high school education, 24% are high
school graduates, while 38% have attended college or trade
school. By contrast, long-time Latino registrants tend to
have higher levels of education, with 61% having attended
college or trade school.

The generally lower level of educational attainment among
recent Latino registrantsis aso much morereflective of the
overall adult Latino population, 44% of whom are not high
school graduates.




Table6
Comparing California’sLatino voter s and non-voters,
by education
Registered Latinos
Total CA Citizens
Latino Prior to Since not.reg. Non-
adults | Total 1994 1994 tovote citizens
8" grade
or less 24% 10% 1% 17% 12% 42%
Somehigh
school 20 14 8 21 26 23
High school
graduate 25 26 27 24 30 22
Some college/
trade school 22 33 36 30 25 10
College
graduate 9 17 25 8 7 3
(n) (1,033) |(459) (250) (2090 (198) (370

Source:  Field Institute survey of 1,033 Latino adultsin California, January 7-
23, 2000, conducted in English and Spanish.

E. Recent Latinoregistrants have lower household
income levels

The annual household incomes reported by recent Latino
registrantsis significantly lessthan that of long-time Latino
voters. About a third of recent registrants (34%) have
household incomes of less than $20,000 per year, another
third (31%) have annua incomes between $20,000 and
$40,000, while 27% haveincomelevel s of $40,000 or more.
Among long-time Latino voters, by contrast, a majority
(53%) reportshaving anannual househol dincomeof $40,000
or more.

Theincomelevelsof recently registered L atinosmoreclosely
approximates that of al California Latinos than was true of
Latino voters registered prior to 1994.

Table7
Comparing California’s Latino votersand non-voters,
by household income

Registered Latinos
Total CA Citizens
Latino Prior to Since not.reg. Non-
adults | Total 1994 1994 tovote citizens
Lessthan
$10,000 15% 8% 2% 14% 14% 21%
$10,000 —
$19,999 25 14 9 20 18 38
$20,000 —
$39,999 27 32 32 31 27 23
$40,000+ 23 40 53 27 22 8
Not reported 10 6 4 8 19 10
(n) (1,033) | (459) (250) (2090 (198) (370

Source:  Field Institute survey of 1,033 Latino adultsin California, January 7-
23, 2000, conducted in English and Spanish.

Democrats outnumber Republicans among Latino
voters nearly three to one

According to the most recent statewide surveysof TheField
Institute, Democrats outnumber Republicans among Cali-
fornia Latinos nearly threeto one. Six inten Latino voters
(60%) in the state are Demacrats, 22% are Republicans and
18% are non-partisansor registered with another party. This
isin contrast to the party alignment of all other votersinthe
state, of whom 42% are registered as Democrats, 39% are
registered as Republicans and 19% are non-partisans or
registrants of another party.

Similar proportionsof Latinoswho registeredtovoteprior to
1994 (61%) are registered as Democrats as those registered
since 1994 (59%). However, fewer of therecently registered
L atinosthan long-time registrants are Republicans (18% vs.
24%), while a larger proportion are non-partisans or minor
party registrants (23% vs. 15%).

Table8
Party registration of Latino voters
compared to other votersin California

Registered L atinos All

Prior to Since other
Total? 1994> 1994° voters
Democr at 60% 61% 59%  42%
Republican 22 24 18 39
Non-partisan/
other party 18 15 23 19
(n) (830) (448) (382) (4,592

Sources: (1) Average of 1999-2000 surveys from Field Institute surveys of
California voters who are non-Hispanic.
(2) Combined estimates from Field Institute surveys of California
Latino voters conducted in January and February 2000.

Palitical ideology of California Latinos similar to
the state’ soverall electorate

Whilethe partisan orientation of CaliforniaLatinosis much
more Democratic |eaning than the rest of the state’ s elector-
ate, their political ideology isgenerally similar. About half
of Cdlifornial atinovoters(47%) consider themselvesmiddle-
of-the-road in politics, while 31% are conservative and 22%
areliberal. Thisisquite similar to the political ideology of
al other voters, of whom 33% are conservatives, 45% are
middle-of-the-road in politics and 22% are liberals.

Some significant differences in the political ideologies are
observed between recent L atino registrantsand L atinoswho
first registered prior to 1994. Whileabout half of both groups
describe themselves as middle-of-the-road in politics, a
larger proportion of long-time Latino votersis conservative
(34%) than recent regi strants (27%), whilerecent registrants
are slightly more likely than long-time votersto be liberals
(25% vs. 20%).




Table9
Palitical ideology of California L atinos
compared to other votersin California

Table 10
Voting preferencesin California’sMarch 7 open primary
election vote for President

Registered L atinos All

Prior to Since other

Total? 1994> 1994°> voters'

Conservative 31% A% 2%  33%
Middle-of-the-road 47 46 48 45
Liberal 22 20 25 22

(n) (830) (448) (382) (4,592

Sources: (1) Average of 1999-2000 surveys from Field Ingtitute surveys of
California voters.

(2) Combined estimates from Field Institute surveys of California
Latino voters conducted in January and February 2000.

Latinos provided Gore with virtually all of his 6-point
victory margin over Bush in CA’sopen primary

According to the official Statement of Vote from the
March 7, 2000 primary election in California, Democrat
Al Gore received 34.3% of all votes cast in the open
primary for president, Republican George W. Bush re-
ceived 28.5% of the votes, Republican John McCain was
the choice of 23.4%, 8.5% of voters supported Democrat
Bill Bradley, while 5.3% chose other candidates.

According to the Voter News Service (VNS) exit poll of
Californiavotersinthat election, Latino voterscomprised
13% of the electorate and they favored Gore over Bush
more than three to one, 58% to 17%. This 41-point
plurality among L atinos provided Gore with virtually his
entire 6 point victory margin over Bush among the overall
electoratein the primary. All other (non-Hispanic) voters
were evenly divided in their preferences between Gore
and Bush, with 30% favoring Gore and 29% supporting
Bush.

An analysis of the results from a pre-election poll of The
Field Institute completed during the final week of the
primary shows that recent Latino registrants were far
more supportive of Gore than long-time Latino voters.
Those Latinos who registered to vote since 1994 favored
Gore over Bush by a 60% to 22% margin. Latinos who
were registered prior to 1994 also supported Gore over
Bush, but by anarrow 39%to 17% margin. Twiceasmany
long-time Latino voters (24%) than recent Latino regis-
trants (11%) supported McCain.

Total Registered L atinos

primary All
election Prior to Since other
voterst | Total? 1994° 1994° voters

34.3%( 58% 39% 60%  30%
285 17 17 22 29
234 14 24 11 25

Al Gore (D)
GeorgeW. Bush (R)
John McCain (R)

Bill Bradley (D) 85 8 10 6 9
Other candidates 53 4 10 1 7
(n) (654) (148) (920 (3,549

Sources: (1) Official results from the Satement of the Vote, California
Secretary of Sate in the March 7, 2000 primary election.

(2) Voter News Service exit poll of California votersin the March
open primary election.

(3) Final pre-election Field Ingtitute survey of likely Latino voters
in California’s March 7 open primary election conducted
February 22-March 3, 2000 (excluding undecided voters).

Latinos voting in the primary election prefer Gore
over Bush in the general election by a 68% to 27%
margin

The VNS exit poll in California also asked primary elec-
tion voters whether they would favor Gore or Bush in the
upcoming general election. The results show Gore lead-
ing Bush by 12 percentage pointsin Californiaamong the
overall primary electorate, 53% to 41%. However, Gore
wasfavored over Bush by a41 percentage point margin —
68% to 27% — among Latino voters. Among all other
California voters in the primary Gore was favored over
Bush by 8 points — 50% to 42%.

Table11
Voting preferences of the primary electorate pairing
Goreagainst Bush in a November general election

Total
primary All
election Latino other
voters voters voters
Gore 53% 68% 50%
Bush 41 27 42
Undecided 6 5 8
(n (2252 (344) (1,908)

Source: Voter News Service exit poll of California votersin the March 7
2000 open primary election.




California Latinos have been giving Democratic
candidates a growing edge in recent top-of-the-ticket
statewide elections

Democratic candidates have long held an edge over Repub-
licans among Latino voters in top-of-the-ticket statewide
elections. However, this advantage has grown considerably
since 1994. For example, whereas Latino voters favored
Democrats over GOP candidates for governor by 6 percent-
age points in both the 1986 and 1990 elections, this advan-
tage hasgrown dramatically inrecent el ections—to 46 points
in 1994 and to 61 pointsin 1998. At the sametime, Latinos
have become a larger part of the California electorate,
increasing from 5% of votersin 1990 to 14% in 1998.

These two factors — Latino voters' greater preference for
Democratic candidates and their larger share of the over-
all electorate — have combined in recent election cycles
to produce a structural advantage for Democratic candi-
dates in top-of -the-ticket el ection contests. Latino voters
contributed lessthan 1 percentage point to the size of the
Democratic candidate’ s statewide lead over GOP candi-
dates in the 1984 presidential election and in both the
1986 and 1990 gubernatorial elections. Since then the
Democratic advantage derived from Latino voters has
grown considerably. In 1994 Latino voters contributed
4.1 percentage points statewide to the Democratic guber-
natorial candidate. This grew to 5.4 percentage pointsin
the 1996 presidential election, and to 8.5 percentage
points in the last gubernatorial election in 1998.

Table 12
Trend of Latino voting in statewide top-of-the-ticket
electionsin California (1984 — 1998)

Net edge
Latino| Latinos
Dem. |voteas| gave
Latinovotescad for... plurality] % of | Demsin
Dem. GOP  among |overall| overall
candidate candidate Latinos| vote | vote
Election
1998 (Governor) 78% 17 +61 | 14% | +85
1996 (President) 70% 21 +49 | 11% | +5.4
1994 (Governor) 71% 25 +46 9% | +4.1
1992 (President) 65% 35* +30 8% | +2.4
1990 (Governor) 53% 47 +6 5% | +0.3
1988 (President) 65% 34 +31 7% | +0.4
1986 (Governor) 52% 46 +6 7% | +0.4
1984 (President) 55% 44 +11 8% | +0.9

Source: Exit polls conducted in California by Voter News Service, its prede-
cessor Voter Research and Surveys, or exit polls sponsored by CBS,
NBC, ABC or The Field Institute in each election cycle

* includes votes cast for Ross Perot

About The Fidd I nstitute

The Fidd Ingtitute is an indepedent, non-partisan research
organization devoted to the study of public opinion onavariety
of socia, economic and political issues in Cdlifornia. The
Institute’ s undertakes regularly scheduled opinion and attitude
surveys each year aswell as ad hoc studies. Revenue received
by The Ingtitute goes entirely toward covering the cost of its
operations, in disseminating its reports and in reviewing other
socialy important subjects.

Thelnstitute' sservicesareavailableto al sectorsof thepublic.
In addition to its own ongoing research programs, it accepts
research contracts from public or private organization or from
individuas. All datafrom Institute studies are archived for use
by scholars, policy makers, and other personsor organizations.
Archived data sets are available from more than 250 studies
conducted by TheFidd Institute and The Field Poll since 1956.

The Ingtitute’ srevenue comes from avariety of sourceswhich
fal into four main aress.

Media Sponsors

A number of leading California media properties (newspapers
andtelevision gtations) contributeto the operationsof TheField
Ingtitute as sponsors of The Field Poll. Each media property
pays an annua fee commensurate with its circulation or audi-
encesize.

Academic Consortium

The Ingtitute’s Academic Consortium serves ingtitutions of
higher learning on an annua contract basis. Data files and
codebooks of surveys undertaken by The Inditute are aso
provided to member ingtitutionsand arewidely usedfor instruc-
tion and research. Members of the Academic Consortium
includetheninecampusesof theUniversity of Californiasystem
and thetwenty-two campusesof the CaliforniaState University
system.

Underwriters of Ad Hoc Studies

Specia one-time ad hoc studies are frequently underwritten by
sponsorsfrom foundati ons, business, government, universities,
associations and individuals. The subjects for study are gener-
dly those in the public policy area where The Ingtitute's
demonstrated objectivity and professional competencecancon-
tribute to a greater understanding of a problem.
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A variety of individual s and organizations pay an annual fee of
$250toreceivedl copiesof Field Poll and California Opinion
Index. Subscribers can accessthese reportsthrough arestricted
Web site or by mail.
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and Dr. E. Deborah Jay.

The Field Institute « 550 K ear ny Street, Suite 900 « San Francisco, California 94108 « (415) 781-4921 « FAX (415) 434-2541




